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COURSE STRUCTURE 

Program: English Language for Foundation Year 
Course Code: ELPR_102 
Course Structure: Term-based 
Framework: CEFR B2 
Total Instructional Weeks: 13 weeks per level 
Total Class Hours: 18 hours per week 
Class Schedule: Sunday to Thursday 
Online Instructional Hours: 4 hours per week 
Remedial Classes: Provided weekly on specific days and times  
Location: ELI premises 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The aim of the English Program at the University of Jeddah is to build students' English skills 

in key areas both academically and personally. The program will build students' English 

proficiency in the four language skills and enhance these skills with the linguistic and lexical 

competencies, as well as develop thinking skills, presentations skills, and sub-skills. 

ELPR_102 is an intensive English course which aims to develop language proficiency covering 

the B2 Level on the CEFR, which is within the band of being an independent user. 

This course provides students with the opportunity to improve their language, thinking and 

presentation skills. Students in this level will apply their language skills in a variety of activities, 

including reading, writing, speaking and oral presentations utilizing a variety of formats in 

reading passages, articles, videos, lectures, and audio materials. 

Classroom activities include discussions, vocabulary building, writing and speaking exercises, 

pronunciation and grammar lessons. Through this course, students will learn ways to make 

visual outlines and info graphs, summarize, analyze, brainstorm, and use many thinking skills 

in different contexts.  

COURSE OUTCOMES 

By the end of this course, the student should have attained the following skills: 

*Ability descriptors are cited from the CEFR. 

  



                                                                                                                           

Listening • Can understand standard spoken language, live or broadcast, on both familiar and unfamiliar 
topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational life.  Only extreme 
background noise, inadequate discourse structure and/or idiomatic usage influence the 
ability to understand. 

• Can understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech on 
both concrete and abstract topics delivered in a standard dialect, including technical 
discussions in his/her field of specialization 

• Can follow extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is 
reasonably familiar, and the direction of the talk is sign-posted by explicit markers. 

• Can keep up with an animated conversation between native speakers. 

• Can with some effort catch much of what is said around him/her but may find it 
difficult to participate effectively in discussion with several native speakers who do 
not modify their language in any way. 

• Can follow the essentials of lectures, talks and reports and other forms of 
academic/professional presentation which are propositionally and linguistically 
complex. 

• Can understand announcements and messages on concrete and abstract topics 
spoken in standard dialect at normal speed. 

• Can understand recordings in standard dialect likely to be encountered in social, 
professional or academic life and identify speaker viewpoints and attitudes as well as 
the information content.  

• Can understand most radio documentaries and most other recorded or broadcast 
audio material delivered in standard dialect and can identify the speaker's mood, tone 
etc. 

• Can understand most TV news and current affairs programs. 

• Can understand documentaries, live interviews, talk shows, plays and the majority of 
films in standard dialect. 

• Can read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speed of reading to 
different texts and purposes, and using appropriate reference sources selectively. Has 
a broad active reading vocabulary but may experience some difficulty with low-
frequency idioms.  

 

Grammar Knowledge: 

− Recognize and interpret listening texts (such as perfect tenses, basic conditionals, 
reported speech, noun clauses, relative clauses, passive and active voice, infinitives 
and gerunds).  

− Words and expressions relating to topic areas (such as general content; academic, 
occupational and vocational areas; and social participation)  

− Expanded range of concrete, abstract and technical language relating to familiar 
everyday facts, opinions, feelings, ideas, and basic concepts and applications relating 
to numeracy, science, technology, social science, citizenship, cross-cultural and 
multicultural issues, literature, the media, health, education, occupations, and 
financial and consumer services  

− English phonological sound systems (such as sound segments, rhythms and 
intonations) to interpret oral discourse. 

− Understand complex grammar and syntax structures to interpret nuances of meaning 
(such as past conditionals, reported speech, past or future perfect passive, perfect or 
past infinitives, subordinate adverbial clauses, subordinating conjunctions and modals 
to express logical deduction). 



                                                                                                                           

− Understand words and lexical phrases (such as formulaic language) used for specific 
topics in academic and professional contexts. 

Reading • Can read correspondence relating to his/her field of interest and readily grasp the 
essential meaning. 

• Can scan quickly through long and complex texts, locating relevant details. 

• Can quickly identify the content and relevance of news items, articles and reports on a 
wide range of professional topics, deciding whether closer study is worthwhile. 

• Can obtain information, ideas and opinions from highly specialized sources within 
his/her field. 

• Can understand specialized articles outside his/her field, provided he/she can use a 
dictionary occasionally to confirm his/her interpretation of terminology. 

• Can understand articles and reports concerned with contemporary problems in which 
the writers adopt particular stances or viewpoints. 

• Can understand lengthy, complex instructions in his field, including details on 
conditions and warnings, provided he/she can reread difficult sections. 

 

Grammar Knowledge 

− Can recognize and understand expanded range of concrete (and some abstract), 
idiomatic and technical vocabulary relating to common knowledge, facts, opinions, 
feelings, ideas, and basic concepts and applications relating to numeracy, science, 
technology, social issues, Canadian citizenship, literature, media, health, education, 
jobs and occupations, financial and consumer services. 

− Grammar and syntax structures to interpret texts (such as perfect tenses, basic 
conditionals, basic reported speech, noun clauses, relative clauses, passive and active 
voice, infinitives and gerunds). 

− Conventions of mechanics and punctuation and how they are used to organize the 
text and create rhythm, emphasis, etc. 

− Ability to produce a full range of grammatical and lexical structures, including those 
occurring in specific topic areas in academic and professional disciplines. 

− Ability to produce intelligible and communicatively effective pronunciation. 

Speaking • Can create moderately complex to complex spoken communication in moderately 
demanding contexts of language use within the four competency areas (1-Interacting 
with others; 2-Comprehending or giving instructions; 3-Getting things done; 4-
Reproducing information (in writing only), and Comprehending or sharing). 

• Can present clear, detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects related to field of 
interest.  

• Can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of 
various options. 

• Can present clear, detailed descriptions of complex subjects integrating sub-themes, 
developing particular points and rounding off with an appropriate conclusion. 

 

Grammar Knowledge 

− Can demonstrate fluency in using grammatical, syntactical, and lexical structures 
typically occurring in moderately demanding academic, community, and work 
contexts   



                                                                                                                           

− Can use an expanding range of abstract, technical, idiomatic, and conceptual 
vocabulary to report and discuss personal and factual information, and to express 
ideas, opinions and feelings about familiar topics and issues.  

− Can produce intelligible and communicatively effective pronunciation. 

− Can produce a full range of grammatical and lexical structures, including those 
occurring in specific topic areas in academic and professional disciplines. 

− Can produce intelligible and communicatively effective pronunciation. 

Writing • Can use the language fluently, accurately and effectively on a wide range of general, 
academic, vocational or leisure topics, marking clearly the relationships between 
ideas. Can communicate spontaneously with good grammatical control without much 
sign of having to restrict what he/she wants to say, adopting a level of formality 
appropriate to the circumstances. 

• Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction, 
and sustained relationships with native speakers quite possible without imposing 
strain on either party. Can highlight the personal significance of events and 
experiences, account for and sustain views clearly by providing relevant explanations 
and arguments. 

• Can understand in detail what is said to him/her in the standard spoken language 
even in a noisy environment. 

• Can engage in extended conversation on most general topics in a clearly participatory 
fashion, even in a noisy environment. 

• Can sustain relationships with native speakers without unintentionally amusing or 
irritating them or requiring them to behave other than they would with a native 
speaker. 

• Can convey degrees of emotion and highlight the personal significance of events and 
experiences. 

• Can keep up with an animated discussion between native speakers. 

• Can express his/her ideas and opinions with precision, present and respond to 
complex lines of argument convincingly. 

• Can take an active part in informal discussion in familiar contexts, commenting, 
putting point of view clearly, evaluating alternative proposals and making and 
responding to hypotheses. 

• Can with some effort catch much of what is said around him/her in discussion but 
may find it difficult to participate effectively in discussion with several native speakers 
who do not modify their language in any way. 

• Can account for and sustain his/her opinions in discussion by providing relevant 
explanations, arguments and comments. 

• Can keep up with an animated discussion, identifying accurately arguments 
supporting and opposing points of view. 

• Can express his/her ideas and opinions with precision, present and respond to 
complex lines of argument convincingly. 

• Can participate actively in routine and non-routine formal discussion. 

• Can follow the discussion on matters related to his/her field, understand in detail the 
points given prominence by the speaker. 

• Can contribute, account for and sustain his/her opinion, evaluate alternative 
proposals and make and respond to hypotheses. 

• Can understand detailed instructions reliably. 

• Can help along the progress of the work by inviting others to join in, say what they 
think etc. 



                                                                                                                           

• Can outline an issue or a problem clearly, speculating about causes or consequences, 
and weighing advantages and disadvantages of different approaches. 

• Can cope linguistically to negotiate a solution to a dispute like an undeserved traffic 
ticket, financial responsibility for damage in a flat, for blame regarding an accident. 

• Can outline a case for compensation, using persuasive language to demand 
satisfaction and state clearly the limits to any concession he/she is prepared to make. 

• Can explain a problem which has arisen and make it clear that the provider of the 
service/customer must make a concession. 

• Can understand and exchange complex information and advice on the full range of 
matters related to his/her occupational role. 

• Can pass on detailed information reliably. 

• Can give a clear, detailed description of how to carry out a procedure. 

• Can synthesize and report information and arguments from a number of sources. 

• Can carry out an effective, fluent interview, departing spontaneously from prepared 
questions, following up and probing interesting replies. 

• Can take initiatives in an interview, expand and develop ideas with little help or 
prodding from an interviewer. 

 

Grammar Knowledge 

− Can use moderately complex grammar and syntax structures (such as perfect tenses, 
basic conditionals, basic reported speech, noun clauses, relative clauses, passive and 
active voice, infinitives and gerunds) to convey meaning effectively and precisely. 

− Can  expanded range of language (such as concrete, some abstract, idiomatic and 
technical) and skills to compose formal, informal, personal and social messages; to 
relate or narrate stories and events; to report personal and factual information; to 
express ideas, opinions, and feelings about familiar topics and issues; to ask about and 
respond to inquiries; and to argue points. 

− Can expanded range of vocabulary that includes words and expressions relating to a 
variety of topic areas (such as general content areas, occupational areas). 

− Spelling, punctuation, and capitalization conventions. 

− Can use complex grammar and syntax structures (such as past conditionals, past or 
future perfect passive, perfect or past infinitives and subordinate adverbial clauses) to 
convey meaning effectively and precisely. 

− Can use a wide range of vocabulary, including synonyms and abstract, technical and 
literary language (such as metaphors, similes). 

− Can control grammatical and syntactical accuracy, punctuation, paragraphing, etc. 

Academic 
Skills 

• Can use dictionaries, thesauruses, and other reference sources online and in print 
formats. 

• Can use keyboarding and word-processing skills for composing, revising, editing, 
formatting and printing texts. 

• Can search for information (including dictionary use) and computer/Internet literacy 
skills. 

• Can check understanding, such as confirming information and paraphrasing. 

Thinking 
Skills 

• Can use different reading techniques according to the purpose of the task (such as 
skimming to get the gist, scanning to locate detailed information, speed reading and 
in-depth reading). 

• Can evaluate and judge to interpret written texts. 



                                                                                                                           

• Can prepare and deliver presentations. 

• Can memorize phrases and expressions. 

• Can make inferences, guessing and predicting.  

• Can infer some unstated information and to guess and predict. 

• Can use context clues and non-verbal communication signals to interpret meaning. 

• Can distinguish given information (i.e., assumed to be known) from new information 
in speech. 

• Can infer unstated information and to hypothesize, guess and predict. 

• Can use context clues, background knowledge, non-verbal communication signals and 
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar structures to interpret meaning. 

• Can use context clues to interpret text (such as inference, reading between the lines, 
drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes, identifying implicit assumptions). 

• Can use paraphrasing and summarizing skills. 

• Can use critical skills in decoding text.    

Presentation 
Skills 

[Presentations are up to about 15- minutes long; topics are familiar and concrete.] 

• Presents information using connected discourse.  

• Expresses main ideas and supports them with details. 

• Provides an introduction, development and conclusion. 

• Narrates coherently so that agents, actions, circumstance, process and sequence are 
clear. 

• Shows developing awareness of style and formality. 

• Provides accurate and somewhat detailed descriptions, explanations or accounts. 

• Shows awareness of appropriate eye contact, body language, volume and rate. 

• Organizes, supports, sequences and connects information and ideas. 

• Responds to comments and questions. 

• Organizes, supports, sequences and connects information and ideas.  

• Explains by using analogy, examples, anecdotes and diagrams.  

• Responds to comments, questions and objections; adds information and elaborates. 

• Demonstrates good control, flexibility and a basic range of linguistic forms. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

WEEKLY/BIWEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 

− Writing tasks- first and final drafts. 

− Speaking tasks 

− Daily exercises and homework. 

− In-class tasks including reading and listening, note taking and comprehension questions. 

− Self-Checklist. 

− Portfolio Completion 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

− Report of Final Project 

− Oral Presentation of final project. 

 



                                                                                                                           

COURSE EVALUATION 

Your final evaluation will be based on all tasks and exams you complete in the course. It is 
strongly recommended that students take every opportunity to improve their English by 
completing assignments ON TIME, attending all lessons and participating in class. In this level, 
points are allocated as in the table below. These allocations are subject to change/amendment 
whenever necessary. 

Mid-Term Exam 20% 

Final Exam 40% 

Final Writing Exam 10% 

Quizzes 10% 

Final Course Project 10% 

Portfolio 10% 

Overview of Quizzes/Exams/Project/Tasks  

The assessment cycle consists of four major phases:  

a. Students Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

b. Curriculum contents 

c. Test design  

d. Analysis of results  

e. Improvement of the test items  

The assessment tasks include the following:  

1. QUIZZES  
2. MID-TERM EXAM:  
3. FINAL-EXAM:  
4. Writing Exam 
5. PROJECT 
6. PORTFOLIO 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic honesty is an ethical value in the ELI. Cheating on tests, quizzes, exams and 
assignments is subject to all policies and regulations of the university and the instructor will 
give a failing grade for any assignment or test where a student is found to have cheated. Any 
student who cheats will have a record on their file. When cheating happens more than once, 
the student will be directed to sit for a meeting with a university representative from the 
Deanship of Students Affairs which could result in a penalty. 

PLAGIARISM 

It is important to understand the definition of plagiarism when submitting an assignment or 

homework, which are required throughout your study in the ELI. The ELI value honesty and 



                                                                                                                           

academic integrity and strive to evaluate students based on the merits of their own work and 

ideas. For these reasons, instructors have the right to check for plagiarism and such cases will 

be treated seriously resulting in a failing grade for the misrepresented work.  

EXEMPTION POLICY 

Students who have earned a band score of 5.5 on the IELTS exam or a 59 on the internet 
based TOEFL (IBT) and submit their scores to the Educational Affairs office before the 
beginning of the academic term will be exempted from enrolling in both ELI courses. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance is seriously and strictly treated in the ELI. Regardless of the reason, if you are not 
in class, you will be marked as ABSENT.  

1. Each student must attend in his/her registered section as indicated on ODUS. If any 
student is found attending in a section other than the official section, he/she will be 
considered absent. 

2. If a student does not attend class, the instructor will mark the student absent and the 
absence will appear on the ELI system. If a valid excuse is available, he/she should 
upload it on the ELI system within 5 days from the day of absence. No excuses should 
be given to the instructor. 
a- When a student reaches 10% of unexcused absences, he/she will receive an electronic 

warning on the ELI system, and if the student exceeds 20%, it will be indicated as DN 
on the ELI system. The student will not be allowed to enter the final exam and will 
receive a DN for the ELI course. Please refer to the  following table for clarification: 

Morning Schedule  

(M.W 11:00-3:50 )    (U.T.R 8-10:50) 

Afternoon Schedule 

(M.W 8:00-10:50 )  (U.T.R 11:00-03:50) 

18 hours per week as explained below: 

• 8:00-10:50 (Sun-Tues-Thurs) 

• 11:00-3:50 (Mon-Wed) 

18 hours per week as explained below: 

• 8:00-10:50  (Mon-Wed) 

• 11:00-3:50 (Sun-Tues-Thurs) 

234 hours per semester. 25% of the hours equals absence of 58 hours. Student will receive a DN 
warning after 10% absences and will become DN once 25% absences have been reached. 

b- If a student is absent for 50% or more of the sessions with or without a valid excuse1, 
he/she will be denied entry to the final exam and will receive a grade of DN. 

3. Being late for sessions: 

• Entering class 10 minutes after the start time of the session will count as late; being 
late 3 times will count as 1 absence. 

• Arriving 30 minutes after the start of class is considered as an absence. However, 
students will be allowed to enter the class. 



                                                                                                                           

• Students will be marked absent if they leave the class before the end of the session. 
4. It is the student’s responsibility to keep a record of his/her attendance and to check the 

ELI system for all absences. 
5. If the student misses any formal exam (Writing Assessment, Midterm Exam, or Final Exam) 

a valid excuse must be submitted to Educational Affairs’ Office. A make-up exam will be 
scheduled and no excuse will be accepted if the student misses the make-up exam. 

1 Valid excuses are either a medical excuse for the student or a death certificate of a close family member. 
Transportations or family issues, private hospital appointments and hand-written letters are not considered 
valid excuses and will not be accepted. 

COURSE MATERIALS 

- Life (Elementary) second edition from National Geographic Learning. 
- Other selected in-house materials. 

 

 


